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Class Rule Change 

A submission from the International Moth Class Association 

PROPOSAL: 
To revise Class Rules, as outlined below, with effect from 1st January 2005. 

Sail Area Measurement 
For over 10 years, the Int. Moth Class has used sections of the ‘ISAF Guide to 
Sail Area’ but has excluded some areas in an attempt to allow only the leach-
offset method of measurement.  However, Section 5 of this guide was never 
excluded within the Moth rules and with the advent of better sail technology, the 
class was seeing quite unusual shapes of sails emerging. 
As you will know, the ISAF Guide was only ever intended to measure sails of 
‘essentially triangular’ shape.  However, Moth sails have been of multilateral or 
quadrilateral in shape for over 10 years, and with these recent sails of a more 
unusual shape, an investigation of the rules and the ISAF Guide was conducted. 
The investigation revealed that in fact the Moth class had been measuring sails 
illegally for the past decade whereby sails that were of multilateral shape, which 
represents 90% of the fleet, should have been measured using section 5 of the 
ISAF Guide, the ‘true area method’. 
The moth class therefore feels to enable the class to keep developing sail 
technology but to ensure a fair playing field that we should move to ‘true area’ 
measurement for all sails in the future to avoid any confusion. 
We have included a grandfathering clause for sails measured up until 31 
December 2004, to limit the need for re-cutting of sails across the fleet.  
Research shows that the maximum amount of gained area through this 
grandfathering process would be no more than 1% of total sail area when 
compared to the ‘true area’ method of measurement.  The class feels that this is 
an acceptable outcome in the process to move to a more accurate method of 
measurement. 
Hull Measurement 
We have tidied up some of the grammar used in this section of our class rules 
but we have also included a limit on the extension of outriggers from the main 
measured length of the hull.  This is an attempt to remain essentially an 11ft 
sailing dinghy, rather than have large overhanging appendages such as the 18’ 
skiffs have.  We believe with the advent of the hydrofoil moths there could be a 
perceived gain in placing the hydrofoils much further apart on outriggers to obtain 
better fore/aft stability. 
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Definitions 
With the move to ‘true area’ sail measurement, we have removed the link to the 
ISAF Guide to Sail Area and as such, some important sail definitions we lost.  
We have included these now as an appendix to the class rules and have taken 
the opportunity to incorporate other definitions of the boat that may assist us in 
event equipment restrictions later. 
IMCA Measurement Manual 
Approximately 20 years ago, the UK moth fleet developed a Measurement 
Manual, however aver the years this manual has been discarded and seldom 
used.  In an effort to have consistent measurement across the world, the class 
association has redeveloped this manual and now wishes to include it as an 
appendix to the class rules.  As a development class, with few rules this manual 
would allow us to update quickly to perceived errors in the measurement process 
and interpretations. 

CURRENT POSITION: 
See above. 

REASON: 
Given that the class has been discussing these issues now for over 18 months and has 
finally reached a conclusion, we feel that it is important to implement these changes as 
soon as possible.  We therefore seek ISAF’s approval to have the new class rules 
effective from 1 January 2005 rather than the usual March date.  This will enable the 
class to sail under these improved rules for our upcoming World Championships in 
January 2005.  
Please note that the proposed new Rules, in their entirety, and the Measurement 
Manual are attached where appropriate. 


